144                 ESSAYS  IN  NATIONAL   IDEALISM.

I speak now of missionary misrepresentations. There-
is no part of the Christian code of ethics more consistently
ignored in missionary circles, than the commanclmenty.
" Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neigh-
bour."

It has been said, " By their fruits ye shall judge-
them." Now, if the fruits are grapes anrl figs, obvi-
ously the plants cannot be thorns or thistles. Hence-
the necessity for seeing and describing the fruits of
Hinduism and Islam not as grapes or figs, but as something
more appropriate to the missionary conception of the plant.
The result is a relentless and systematic campaign of
vilification of all things Indian. "When I say, ' necessity,'
I do not mean to say that the missionary quite deliberately
falsifies the facts ; on the contrary, he deceives himself as.
well as others; this is easy, for when the plant is already
identified as a thistle, it is difficult to see figs upon it, even
if they be there. The missionary is not aware of his false-
witness ; he does generally present things as he sees them,
but he sees through highly-coloured spectacles, which he-
removes when turning for comparison to inspect a Christian
society at home. Thus he blackens India's name in all
good faith, if one may call it so, and with the best
intentions.                    %

Those who wish to understand the process should
study missionary literature, attend meetings, or read what'
missionaries say of- those who see India in a different way.
The method is simple and even obvious : Indian society,,
being like all others, mixed good and evil, the missionary
(by no means free from the ordinary prejudices of other
Anglo-Indians) sees and describes only evil; much that
is merely strange he mistakes for evil, or notices only
because it is strange; much he argues from particular